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R. Bradshaw reports…
On the 22nd of September, 2009, a 
celebrity graced Lecture Theater 1 
of Lancaster University, causing dozens of LGGS girls (as well as 
Mrs Workman and Mrs Woolnough) to flock there, many 
arriving well over an hour early just to get front row seats. Before 
you ask, no, it wasn’t Zac Efron, or Orlando Bloom. It was the 
very distinguished and highly entertaining historian Dr David 
Starkey, who gave a packed auditorium an enthralling lecture on 
Henry VIII including his divorce from Catherine of Aragon (no 
hint of sarcasm intended!). This TV star and self proclaimed 
celebrity has made his name known across the land with such 
books as ‘Henry VIII: Virtuous Prince’ 
and the incredibly popular TV series 
‘The Six Wives of Henry VIII’ and 
‘Elizabeth I’, so was welcomed warmly 
by the eager audience that had braved 
the maze that is the university campus 
to come and listen. Speaking with such 
passion and dedication on his subject 
truly brought the history to life and he 
was able to instill this love of Henry 
and his reign into his captivated audience of over 400. Speaking on the title ‘Henry VIII: Five Hundred Years of Fame, 1509-2009' to commemorate the 500th anniversary of the coronation of Henry VIII. It struck a chord especially with the sixth form, studying the Henrician period themselves, and no-one was left in any doubt as to Henry’s unrequited love of Anne and its prominent role in the divorce. Neither was anyone left in any doubt as to Starkey’s extreme dislike of the labeling of Henry as a ‘Renaissance Man’, as one LGGS unfortunate found out to her own cost and considerable embarrassment (let’s not mention any names, shall we?). However, everyone came out of the auditorium after 90 minutes of stimulating and amusing discussion and, as they say, a good time was had by all, captured beautifully by fellow sixth form student 
R. Shrimpton:

“It was really inspiring to hear someone speak so passionately- and with such understanding! It was also completely relevant to our course, which means it was like having our own private lesson on Henry VIII with one of the foremost Henrician historians of today! Score! …you probably shouldn’t put the score at the end…” 
Through his whimsical yet engaging style, Starkey managed to keep his audience not only interested, but also genuinely entertained throughout his lecture. 


Although he was clearly opinionated when it came to differing interpretations of the subject matter, his sheer enthusiasm about his subject made what could have been a boring rant into both an enjoyable and educational experience. 


Starkey is an excellent public speaker, and this, coupled with his passion and in-depth knowledge made the lecture incredibly engaging and also challenging.                 Becca Daley    
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Achieved highest ever rating for a history programme on Channel 4 with ‘Elizabeth I’





Awarded the C.B.E in 2007 for his services to television history
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