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28th June 2010

Dear LGGS Parents and Students
We wrote to you recently about the Secretary of State for Education’s invitation to outstanding schools giving them the option to convert to academy status. 
At the meeting on 24th June, the Governing Body of LGGS passed a resolution which allows the school to proceed further with the conversion to academy status. The Governors felt that this was the best option for the school, students and staff. They particularly felt that the financial autonomy of Academy status would help protect the educational interests of LGGS students in what could be very hard times ahead for school budgets.
While we are aware that there is some negative press at the moment concerning academies, we would wish to reassure parents that the ethos and standards of LGGS will not change. We will remain a state funded, high achieving, selective, girls’ grammar school. We will still be called Lancaster Girls’ Grammar school, retain our specialisms and continue to work with other primary and secondary schools in the area. We also intend to work hard to ensure we maintain our strong relationship with Lancashire local authority. 
The new academies to be created from September will have key differences to the old style academies, in particular they do not require a business sponsor. The Governing Body of LGGS, which has already had considerable experience both as a grant maintained and foundation school, will form a trust to run the school as an academy. The Governors felt it was in the interests of the school to proceed further with conversion so that LGGS could become an academy at some point in the autumn term even if September 1st may not be possible. If more details emerge about academy status as the bill goes through parliament, which means it is not in LGGS‘s interests to proceed, then the school can stop the process. 
We would like to thank the parents who responded to our previous letter. 
We are holding an additional Parents’ Advisory Group meeting this half term on Tuesday 6th July at 6.00pm specifically to provide information and discuss academy status.  Any parent unable to attend but who wishes to respond can do so through the governors email governors@lggs.lancs.sch.uk 
Yours sincerely



P.E.M. OGLETHORPE

                   JACKIE CAHALIN

Chairman of Governors


           Headteacher


(-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
PARENTS’ ADVISORY GROUP MEETING TUESDAY 6th JULY at 6.00pm
I/We are able/unable to attend the meeting on Academy Status

Signed:____________________________________
(Parent/Guardian)
Name of daughter:____________________________
Form: _____
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