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9th June 2010

Dear LGGS parents and students

As an outstanding school, we have been invited by the Secretary of State for Education to become an academy for September 2010.  Academy status would have a number of advantages for us in terms of increased flexibility and funding, effectively restoring the school back to a similar status that it enjoyed in the 1990s as a grant maintained school.  It is hoped that the school’s income would increase by around 10% as a result of the budget coming directly from central government and not through the local authority, allowing us to considerably enrich our students’ educational experiences.

As an existing foundation school, the governing body already has considerable experience in key areas including admissions, employment of staff and finance and will be able to maximise the  opportunities provided by academy status.  Academies no longer need a sponsor and existing selective schools, such as grammar schools, can retain their selective status. 

We have registered an interest with the Department for Education. At our next full governors’ meeting on Thursday June 24th, the governors will make a decision on whether we will become an academy. Parents can find out more information about academies, including a useful frequently asked questions section, on the Department of Education website www.education.gov.uk/academies.  Although there is no statutory parental or student consultation period, I would like to encourage anyone with views on academy status to e-mail the governing body   at   governors@lggs.lancs.sch.uk
Yours sincerely



P.E.M. OGLETHORPE

       JACKIE CAHALIN

Chairman of Governors


Headteacher
