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School News

It has been an extremely busy term at LGGS, and I have picked out a couple of highlights to share with you. If you would like to see everything that has been going on, the general school newsletters are available to view on the website. I hope you enjoy reading the alumnae news and that you have a very Happy Easter.
Academy status

From January 1st, Lancaster Girls’ Grammar School became an academy. As such we are now an independent state school which receives its funding directly from central government.
LGGS and LRGS annual concert

The combined Grammar Schools’ choir and orchestra gave their annual concert in Lancaster Cathedral on Tuesday 29th March. The first half of the programme featured the combined LGGS/LRGS Orchestra, playing a programme including Tchaikovsky’s Swan Lake. In the second half, former LRGS and LGGS students, along with current girls and parents performed Poulenc’s Gloria. The concert finished with Blest pair of Sirens by the English composer Parry. It was lovely to see so many former students from both LRGS and LGGS singing in the choir and playing in the orchestra, and Mr Truslove would like to thank them for their support.
LGGS/LRGS Joint production
The joint school production is always a highlight of the year, and this year’s production of Cabaret was no exception. The show was a great success and congratulations must go to everyone involved for the total dedication and commitment needed to bring this production about. For a more detailed review of the show, please click on the link below.
http://virtual-lancaster.blogspot.com/2011/03/blog-post.html
Mr Fusco

Mr Richard Fusco is leaving LGGS this May, to work in China. Mr Fusco has worked at LGGS since 1990, and he will be missed by everyone here. 

 

Alumnae News
Sue Tyson-Ward (Class of 1984)
Sue Tyson-Ward is currently awaiting the arrival of her latest book from the USA: Practice Makes Perfect Portuguese takes Sue's tally of writing to over 20 books on Portuguese language and culture. Sue's love of languages was set in motion by Hilary Jones, Spanish teacher at LGGS, and Sue continues to enthuse about Portugal through her teaching, writing and examining work. She runs a Portuguese Club at Dallas Road school, and has recently been visiting LGGS to talk to Year 8 girls about the value of having a language as a bolt-on to any career.

Noreen Murray (nee Parker - Class of 1952) 
On the 9th March, Noreen received an Honorary Degree from the University of Edinburgh, and a medal from the Royal Society of Edinburgh.
The Royal Medals of the Royal Society of Edinburgh were created to mark the Millennium and were first awarded by Her Majesty the Queen.  Since then, they have been presented annually, with the approval of Her Majesty to individuals with a Scottish connection who have made an outstanding contribution to any area of intellectual endeavour.
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(Left) Noreen receiving her Royal Medal of The Royal Society of Edinburgh from Lord Wilson of Tillyorn (President of the Royal Society of Edinburgh) on 9th March 2011.(Right) Noreen holding her honorary degree scroll and Medal

Sue Smith 

Sue has been in Cambodia for 2-weeks doing some voluntary work with a charity that is rebuilding the infrastructure following the mass murder of large numbers of Khmer people by the Khmer Rouge (the Killing Fields)
Victoria Rawes (Class of 2007)
Victoria is currently a teaching assistant at The Loyne Specialist School. On May16th this year she will be completing a skydive to raise money for the hydrotherapy pool that is currently being built for the school and specialist equipment for the pool. At the moment, they still need to raise around £25,000. Please see her fundraising website at www.justgiving.com/Victoria-Rawes.
Hester Hughes (Class of 2004)

‘I am currently teaching History at a school in Hertfordshire, The Royal Masonic School for Girls, and largely owe it to my own fantastic experience of life at school, especially at an all girls school.
 
I enjoy receiving updates on how Girls' Grammar is getting on and often hear comments from friends who have remained in Lancaster.’
 

Sally Makinson (Class of 1997)

Sally is currently working in Manchester as an Interior Designer, specialising in Listed Buildings, and has just completed her MA (from University of Salford) in Heritage Studies. Sally was part of the team who refurbished the Wagon & Horses in Lancaster!

 Lucy Cave (Class of 2001)
 
Lucy graduated from the University of Birmingham in 2005 with a BA (Hons) degree in Italian Studies. Since then she has worked in research and is currently working full-time as a Research Executive in the Pro-Vice-Chancellors' Office at Aston University, Birmingham. Lucy is  also studying part-time for a PhD in Pedagogical Research which focuses on students' perceptions of plagiarism.


 
 
Susan Rutherford (nee Wilson – class of 1966)
‘At 5pm on Wed January 26th 2011, along with 11 Canadian women friends, I summited Mount Kilimanjaro in Tanzania. We climbed with Tusker Trail on the Lemosho Route taking 7 days up and 2 days down. Our guides and porters were from the Chagga tribe who have great reverence for Kilimanjaro who they call "Mama Africa".

We did the climb as a fund raiser and so far we have raised $100,000 Cdn (about 64,000 UK Pounds), to build a Women's Leadership Centre at the Africa International University in Nairobi.

We all had the utmost respect for the mountain and it was a great privilege to reach Uhuru Peak at 19,340 ft.
GS
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   Susan at the summit
 
  
Ann Tunley (nee Glendenning – class of 1966)
‘Is there any news of another reunion at all?

I was hoping to hear from others who left in my year (1966) of their next gathering.’ 
If you would like to pass on your details to Ann, please email me at alumnae@lggs.lancs.sch.uk
Can you help?

Speech Day Prize fund

Our prizes fund has become depleted over the years and many of the original donations and bursaries no longer contain sufficient funds to enable us to donate prizes. If you would like to make a contribution to our prize fund or discuss the possibility of setting up a prize in their name, then please contact our Bursar, Mrs Ann Milce at a.milce@lggs.lancs.sch.uk. We would be extremely grateful for your help

LGGS
Upcoming events
Art Exhibitions
Join us to view our students Art work: GCSE Art Exhibition – 25th May 6-8pm and A Level Art Exhibition – 7th June 6-8pm
Science week - July 4th to 8th. 
Details will be appearing on the web site but you might like to keep July 6th clear. Dame Jocelyn Bell Burnell will be talking - she is the discoverer of pulsars.

