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Dear Alumnae,

It has been a very busy term in school, and I hope you enjoy reading about some of the events that have been going on. You can also view more general news on the school website at www.lggs.org.uk
Please continue sending in specific Alumnae news to me at alumnae@lggs.lancs.sch.uk 
Alumnae News

Former LGGS pupils establish the Lancaster Children’s Film Festival.  

The Lancaster Children’s Film Festival, which is due to take place during the October half term, has been established by three former pupils. The 8 day event will showcase a range of films aimed at children and families as well as holding a series of workshops for children of all ages to participate in learning about filmmaking and the arts.

The festival was conceived by Charlotte Forsdick (year 13 class of ’04) after working at the Brisbane International Film Festival and BFI London Film Festival.  She is joined by Anyka Yazdani (year 13 class of ’03) and Fiona Richardson (year 13 class of ’07) in organising the event.

The festival will be hosted by the Dukes from the 23rdto the 30th October and is sponsored by several local companies.  For more information or to get involved you can visit the website www.lancscff.co.uk
Institute of Physics Top Candidate Award
Every year the Lancashire and Cumbria branch of the Institute of Physics presents a prize to the candidate who has gained the highest score at A level in the area. I am delighted to report that for the 2009 physics exam this has been awarded to former LGGS student R Southwell.

Please continue sending in any news you’d like me to share with others: alumnae@lggs.lancs.sch.uk
School news and Events

Mozart ‘s Requiem
Once again LGGS’ Director of Music, Mr Jeremy Truslove, showed his considerable skills in bringing together a large group of people, including current LGGS and LRGS pupils, former students, staff and parents to produce a magnificent musical evening.

A large audience turned up to enjoy the concert on April 22nd in St Peters Cathedral which featured a range of orchestral and choral items; perfect for a beautiful spring evening. One of the many highlights of the evening was B. Fuller-Teed’s beautiful violin solo. She has won a scholarship to study at the Royal Welsh college of Music and Drama next year and we wish her all the best in her future career as a musician. Mozart’s Requiem Mass was a powerful and moving performance with solos from a quartet of invited soloists including two former LGGS students, Catherine Lindsay and Nancy Cole. 

Young Enterprise

Young Enterprise provides an opportunity for young people to develop their business and entrepreneurial skills whilst following a nationally recognised study programme. Pupils work together to form a company through which they then create and market new products. Each pupil takes on a specific role involving marketing, sales, finance, production, ICT or personnel management and this allows them to explore skills that they may want to develop in a future career plan. Young Enterprise involves weekly meetings and regular sales events including those arranged on commercial premises such as the Christmas event at St. Nicholas Arcade, Lancaster.

Young Enterprise provides the opportunity to take part in local, regional and national competitions against other YE companies and it also offers the option of taking OCR Enterprise exams which lead to the GNVQ Level 2 in Enterprise Education. The programme directs students to take responsibility for own decisions and actions, develop greater student autonomy and encourages them to think ‘outside the box’. At the same they have fun and earn money, as they share in the profits made by their company. 

ZINC is the name of the Young Enterprise (YE) Company at LGGS for 2009/10 comprising 24 pupils from Year 10. ZINC designed and made novelty USB pen drives which they sold in school and at a Christmas event at St. Nicholas’ Arcade, Lancaster. ZINC entered the recent YE area finals and were delighted to be judged winners of the Lancaster and Morecambe Area Board. At the Lancashire West Strategic Finals, Zinc went on to win the Best Company Presentation. Well done to all involved and thank you to the business mentors and Mrs Sandra Kay.

National Youth Theatre successes

Two of our Year 11 students successfully auditioned for the NYT. The two students have done very well to be two of the hundred young people across Britain to be selected out of the 4,500 students who auditioned. Both D Whalley and D Ganesh will now have the opportunity to take part in the NYT summer training course in London for two weeks.

Academy status
At a meeting on 24th June, the Governing Body of LGGS passed a resolution which allows the school to proceed with the conversion to academy status. The Governors felt that this was the best option for the school, students and staff. They particularly felt that the financial autonomy of Academy status would help protect the educational interests of LGGS students in what could be very hard times ahead for school budgets.

While we are aware that there is some negative press at the moment concerning academies, we would wish to reassure you that the ethos and standards of LGGS will not change. We will remain a state funded, high achieving, selective, girls’ grammar school. We will still be called Lancaster Girls’ Grammar school, retain our specialisms and continue to work with other primary and secondary schools in the area. We also intend to work hard to ensure we maintain our strong relationship with Lancashire local authority. 

The new academies to be created from September will have key differences to the old style academies, in particular they do not require a business sponsor. The Governing Body of LGGS, which has already had considerable experience both as a grant maintained and foundation school, will form a trust to run the school as an academy. The Governors felt it was in the interests of the school to proceed further with conversion so that LGGS could become an academy at some point in the autumn term even if September 1st may not be possible. If more details emerge about academy status as the bill goes through parliament, which means it is not in LGGS‘s interests to proceed, then the school can stop the process. 

Staffing news
This term we will be saying goodbye to a number of staff:

Mrs Sue Street

Mrs Street is retiring this summer as Head of Chemistry. She has worked at LGGS since 1974 and we have seen the Chemistry department grow considerably under her leadership. One of the strongest features of LGGS is the large number of students who opt for Chemistry at A level. Mrs Street’s contribution to the success of LGGS has been great. She has inspired many students to study Chemistry at University. Her contributions to the school’s Comenius projects and to science teaching in our primary partners as part of our Technology College status has been invaluable. We have appointed Miss Emily Ross as Head of Chemistry. Miss Ross is currently teaching at St Wilfrids High School, Blackburn.

Mr Bill Lambert

Mr Lambert is retiring after 5 years at LGGS. He successfully established A level Business Studies with excellent results. We wish him well in his retirement. Miss Charlotte Smith has been appointed as Teacher of A level Economics and Business Studies.

Mr Andy Whitfield

Mr Whitfield is leaving as part time teacher of Music. Mr Whitfield has contributed greatly to the development of Music at LGGS and we hope that he will retain some links with the school through his involvement in extra curricular activities.

Mrs Antonia Everett

Mrs Everett has worked at LGGS as a part time teacher of Maths and has worked in a number of our partner schools on Leading Edge projects. Mrs Everett is moving to the South of England and we wish her and her family well. 

We are also saying goodbye to a number of staff who have been with us on short term contracts. We are grateful to Mr Michael Ellwood, part time teacher of English for his much appreciated contribution to LGGS. Mrs Kate Porteous and Mrs Jo Tilley have done a fantastic job in covering Mr Fusco’s secondment. We thank them for all their hard work at LGGS and wish them well for the future.

Mrs Claire Singleton will be absent for most of this half term as she is recovering from an operation. Mr Robert Jephcote is teaching her A level classes.

Can you help?

Preparation for Higher Education interviews
The Autumn Term is a busy time for our Year 13 students, many of whom are preparing for interviews for Oxbridge, Medicine, Veterinary Science and a number of other subjects. We are looking for volunteers who have experience of interviewing for university entrance and would be prepared to give students a mock interview. We would be particularly interested in hearing from those who could help with Law, Teaching, Dentistry, Veterinary Science, Architecture and Science and Engineering related disciplines. If you are able to help in any way please contact Miss Katy Allen, Joint Head of Sixth Form, or Mrs Stables, Sixth Form Assistant on 01524 32010
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