
D 
ear Alumnae, 
This is the final newsletter for this academic year and I would like 
to thank you for sending in your news. I have displayed it on the 
school website at www.lggs.org.uk  in the alumnae section.  
Please carry on encouraging friends you are still in touch with,  

to send me their details. 
 
 
 
 

What’s been going on at LGGS this term? 
 

Annual Institute of Biology Quiz 
 

LGGS recently entered a team into the annual Institute of Biology quiz.  This annual 

event is held at the University of Central Lancashire (UCLAN) in Preston and 

features top school scientists from across the North West of Britain.  This year 25 

top schools were entered including Independents, Grammars and Sixth form 

colleges and competed for the coveted prize of a £500 microscope, a set of high 

quality microscope lenses, a set of 100 prepared slides and a selection of books.  

Once again LGGS girls walked away with the top prize.  This is the third year in a 

row that LGGS have won this competition and the team took particular pleasure in 

beating Manchester Boys Grammar into second place.  

The Organisers commented on “the excellent knowledge and understanding 

displayed by the team and how effectively they worked as a team.”  “They worked 

calmly under pressure of time and challenging questions and are a credit to your 

school.” 

Well done to our winning Year 12 team:   

A Borissova, A Wild, A Holden and J Chauhan 

 

2009 Biology Challenge 
 

LGGS girls once again proved successful beating thousands of students from 

across the country to win coveted certificates in the 2009 Biology Challenge which 

is the junior version of the British Biology Olympiad.  The girls had to answer a 

battery of multiple choice questions on a range of Biology topics testing their 

knowledge and understanding of contemporary Biology as well as Science in the 

news. 
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Student Achievement 
 

S Molloy Year 12 – S Molloy was short listed in the Corpus Christi, University of 

Cambridge English Essay Competition, representing a considerable achievement. 

 

R Bates - Well done to R Bates in Year 12 who gained a place in the finals of 

Miss Dance, a prestigious national dance competition. 

 

K Lavelle - Congratulations to K Lavelle in Year 11 who has been selected to be 

one of the top30 Young Hockey Umpires in the country. 

A Sainsbury (Year 13), E Pinfield-Sunderland (Year 10) and D Whalley (Year 10) 

who will be performing at the Cottesloe National Theatre in July.  They are 

members of the successful Dukes Senior Youth Theatre and will be performing ‘The 

Things She Sees’ by Ben Power as part of the National Theatre’s New Connections 

series. 

 

Visit by Ben Wallace MP 
 

Year 9 enjoyed the opportunity to discuss current affairs and raise their own 

interests and issues with local MP Ben Wallace when he visited LGGS in May.  The 

visit fitted in well with their Citizenship studies and their work on local government 

and the British Constitution.  Each form made a presentation to Mr Wallace on a 

diverse range of interests which included attitudes to young people and provision of 

bridle paths.  Mr Wallace also took questions from the Year 9 pupils and he was 

very impressed with their enthusiasm and interest in political issues.                          

 

Lancashire Mathematics Challenge 
 

In this major County competition in which all Lancashire Schools participate, 

regional heats are held and the winner of each heat goes through to the county 

final. Despite intense competition from LRGS and Ripley, the LGGS team came first 

in a regional heat which the organisers described as ‘very close’.  All girls won 

individual trophies and tokens. 

 

Lancashire Mathematics Challenge County Final Winners 
 

Our team attended the final, held at the Woodlands Centre, Chorley.  The team 

consisted of:  C Xu (7M), H Ockenden (7L), M Mai (7L) and A Watson (7M). 

M Mai and A Watson replaced two members who were away on a school trip to 

France.  As all schools in Lancashire take part in this competition, the other nine 

schools were all regional winners.  The tasks set are a combination of team work 

and an individual round, and high scoring in each round is necessary in order to get 
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into the top three.  The competition is very demanding and challenging and LGGS 

battled with two other grammar schools as well as other stiff opposition to win the 

competition and become county champions.  The event is sponsored by Lancashire 

County Developments Limited and gave the four team members individual trophies 

and book tokens as well as a cup for the school and £500 to spend on ICT. 

This is a fantastic achievement.  Well done to our Year 7 Mathematicians. 

 

Junior Maths Challenge 
 

Once again, the school entered this national competition, centrally administered by 

the School of Mathematics at Leeds University.  It is aimed primarily at Year 8 with 

all of this year group at LGGS being entered, along with about half of Year 7.  

Nationally, over 235,000 entries were registered and this presents a formidable 

challenge for the organisers to mark, then allocate awards in such a short time 

scale.  Achieving high scores is very challenging as with the later questions you 

lose marks if you get them wrong!  It was another excellent year of results for LGGS 

with record amounts of certificates being awarded: 

 

Special mention must be made of the eight girls in Year 7 who achieved gold 

certificates one year earlier than intended.  Those girls were:  C Xu, H Ockenden,  

H Browne, H Mundy, M Mai, K Hurry, M Packwood and E Mason. 

The organisers offer further prizes for the top 500-1000 candidates in the country, 

by asking them to undertake a gruelling 2 hour written paper.  Two of our girls were 

asked to do this exam.  It is more remarkable that, whilst they were the two highest 

scorers in LGGS, both girls were from Year 7.  Both C Xu and H Ockenden had 

Junior Maths Challenge scores of over 100 (108 and 103 respectively), and in the 

pressure of a tough 1 hour challenge along with "negative marking" it is a wonderful 

achievement.  Both girls have now sat this exam and we wish them every success. 

 

Inter-schools Swimming Gala 
 

Well done to all girls who took part in the Inter Schools Swimming Gala on June 3rd.  

Our Year 7 team finished 2nd and the Year 8 and 9 teams finished 3rd.  Many 

congratulations to the Year 10 team composed of:  L Green, S Rawlinson,                

I Rawlinson, Reanne Harvey who finished joint 1st with Ripley 

 

  Gold Certificates Silver Certificates Bronze Certificates 

Year 8 17 28 35 

Year 7 8 11 14 
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The Diana Award  
 

L Brown (Year 12) has successfully gained the Diana Award.  We nominated L 

Brown for her work in raising money for Oxfam through Oxjam and her involvement 

in Amnesty International.  The Diana Award assessors felt that she was an excellent 

role model and that the nomination had the ‘wow’ factor that they were looking for.  

She will receive her award at a ceremony in London in July. 

 

Jaleo – Flamenco Evening - 9th June 
 

LGGS took on a Spanish flavour in preparation for our visit from ‘Jaleo’, a flamenco 

group from Seville.  The evening was a fantastic mixture of dancing, singing and 

guitar playing.  Thanks to Mrs Tozer for organising the concert and the MFL 

department for ensuring the event was marked with a suitably Spanish flavour.  

Special thanks to Year 10 girls who helped organise the event.  Their presence on 

the evening certainly contributed to a very special, wonderful atmosphere. Jaleo 

said it was one their most enjoyable performances in 22 years. 

 

National Youth Theatre Successes 
 

It is cause for celebration when one student gains a place with the prestigious 

National Youth Theatre.  This year we were delighted to find out that five students 

had successfully won places, following auditions in February. 

Competition for places was even greater this year with over 4000 students 

auditioning for 750 places. 

 A Aitchison (Year 13), L Weber (Year 13) and L Leech (Year 12) will be 

taking up places at the NYT Senior course this summer while S Allen (Year 

10) and E Jarman (Year 10) will join the Junior course held in Easter 2010. 

 

 

Lancashire Book of the Year 2009 
 

Saturday 20th June 2009 saw the culmination of all the hard work and enthusiasm 

from our Year 9 throughout the judging process of this prestigious award.  Sophie 

McKenzie’s exciting book BLOOD TIES was the eventual very popular winner, with 

JUST HENRY by Michelle Magorian and THE TRAP by Sarah Wray as runners up.  

As a group the response to this daunting reading challenge has been amazing with 

girls reading far more titles than could have been imagined, not to mention all the 

fantastic reviews written, many of which are featured in the glossy brochure to be 

circulated around all Lancashire Schools as well as book sellers and publishing 

houses. 
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C Farey (9J) and E Shaw (9M) represented LGGS on the final judging panel and 

were guests at County Hall, Preston to see S McKenzie receive her prize and to 

receive a certificate and ‘goody bag’ full of books themselves.  A and R Snalem, 

both of 9M also received books and a certificate for being singled out as ‘Star 

Readers’. 

As well as Sophie, several other authors from the short list attended this event, 

taking time throughout the morning to chat to students about their work, making this 

a truly memorable day. 

The students have thoroughly enjoyed this whole experience and hopefully they will 

continue to be enthusiasts and ambassadors for books and reading. 

Congratulations and well done Year 9! Thanks to Mrs Kathy Edge, LGGS Librarian, 

for her work in organising the events in school. 

 

The Extended Project Qualification 
 

In May twenty Year 12 students submitted the first extended projects from LGGS.  

The EPQ is a stand alone qualification that is worth half an A2 and as such the A* 

grade can be awarded. Each student has had to carry out extensive research on a 

topic of their choice and then complete a 5000 word essay or an equivalent piece, 

as well as a final presentation.  The titles chosen covered areas as diverse as ‘Is 

war good for Medicine?’, ‘How science-fiction becomes science fact’ and ‘Should 

Sharia law become integrated with UK law?’  Other titles looked at virtue ethics, 

obesity in dogs, homeopathy, music therapy, education reforms in Victorian times 

and the Indian economy.  The fact that the students have a free range in what they 

can study makes it a very exciting project. 

Many of the students who have completed the extended project have reflected very 

positively on the large number of skills that they have acquired while undertaking 

the work.  It is also becoming highly regarded by universities as this comment 

shows from Geoff Parks, Director of Admissions at Cambridge University, who said 

“The potential benefits are enormous.  Opportunities to get deeply involved in a 

subject that interests you, to develop research skills, to pull together different areas 

of the other subjects you are studying and to develop extended writing skills will all 

be enormously valuable preparation for going to university.  I would strongly 

encourage students to do an extended project whichever university they want to go 

to.” 

We now have a further fifty Year 12 students expressing a very keen interest in 

completing an EPQ over the summer ready for submission in November 2009. 
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Friends’ Fun Run 
 

The recent 5K Fun Run organised by the Friends was well attended with 83 runners 

(including Kasper the dog) taking part.  To read the results or to see the photos of 

the event, go to the school website www.lggs.org.uk. Just over £300 will be donated 

to the sports department to buy equipment for the benefit of the girls.  Huge thanks 

must go to Dawn Gill for organising the event, to the runners for taking part and to 

all the helpers - parents, friends, students and staff - for ensuring that the event ran 

smoothly. 

 

Staffing News 
 

You already know of the retirement of a number of staff this Summer, Mr Ken Bates, 

Mrs Pat Davies and Mrs Marion Woolnough. 

Mrs Linda Hickman – Mrs Hickman has worked as Data Officer at LGGS for 23 

years.  She will be much missed and we wish her a happy retirement. 

Miss Janice Crossfield – Miss Crossfield is leaving LGGS after 18 years as Teacher 

in Charge of Spanish.  She has been accepted on to a MA course in Translation 

Studies.  We wish her all the best in her studies.  Miss Crossfield will still maintain 

some links with LGGS through our primary languages teaching. 

Miss Laura Chapman (Teacher of Spanish) – Miss Chapman is moving away from 

the area for personal reasons.  We wish her well in her new post at Loughborough 

Grammar School. 

Mrs Stella Pearce – Mrs Pearce has taught all our primary languages provision and 

General Studies Italian.  She is leaving to move abroad. 

Mrs Anke Dower – Mrs Dower has worked with us as a Language Assistant.  She is 

leaving to take up a part time teaching post at LRGS. 

We also thank Mrs Becky Morris, School Sports Coordinator (SSCo) and Ms Emma 

Richards (part time teacher of Art) for all their hard work this year at LGGS. 

 

Morrison’s Let’s Grow Vouchers 
 

We are collecting vouchers for the Let’s Grow scheme again.  Please send you 

vouchers into school. (LGGS, Regent St, Lancaster. LA1 1SF).  We were able to 

buy a water tub, cold frame and tools last time so your vouchers were well used. 
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Future Events 

  

Careers Convention 2010 
 

We hold a Careers Convention every three years, to which all students from Year 9 

upwards 

are invited to attend, along with their parents. Our next one is scheduled for the 

Spring term 

of 2010 and we are now starting to update our database of speakers. I know that 

there is a 

wealth of expertise and experience amongst our old girls which could be of huge 

benefit to our students and we would be very grateful for any offers of help. If you 

feel you may be able to make an input, please contact Mrs Houghton by email 

(k.houghton@lggs.lancs.sch.uk). 

 

Medics/Vets 
 

Richard Pim (Head of Biology) is looking for some 3rd/4th year medics/vets to come 

in (probably in Feb/March 2010) and talk to students in year 12 who are interested 

in studying these subjects at university. If you are interested, please contact me at 

alumnae@lggs.lancs.sch.uk 

 

Speech Day (March 2010) 
 

Our prizes fund has become depleted over the years and many of the original 

donations and bursaries no longer contain sufficient funds to enable us to donate 

prizes. If any old girl would like to make a contribution to our prize fund or discuss 

the possibility of setting up a prize in their name, then please contact our Bursar, 

Mrs Ann Milce at a.milce@lggs.lancs.sch.uk 

 
 
 
I hope you all have a lovely summer. 
 

Lucy Housden 
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