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Lancaster Girlsô Grammar School is a selective state school 

with a very strong academic record, but great emphasis is also 

placed on the development of the ñwhole personò.  Whilst 

retaining the highest academic standards and pursuing 

excellence in all its forms, we are constantly changing in the 

light of educational developments.  Drama, Music, Sport, 

community involvement and international experience are all 

very important elements of school life. There are 895 girls in the school, of whom 333 are 

sixth-formers following A-level courses (June 2011). The school is heavily                          

over-subscribed. 

In January 2011 the School became an Academy 
which means we are now an independent state 
school which receives its funding directly from 
central government. We still remain a high 
achieving, selective girls grammar school.  
 
LGGS already has a very long and successful 
record of embracing new opportunities including 
Technology & Language College as well as High 
Performing Specialist School status, as reflected in 
four consecutive outstanding Ofsted inspections. 
 
Our aim is to give students in this school as many 
opportunities as possible.  The range of extra-
curricular activities, and the levels of student 
participation are exceptional.  All Year 7 pupils 
have the opportunity to participate in an annual 
French visit, which takes place in the Summer 
terms to the region around Le Touquet.  Later in 
their school life students have the opportunity to 
participate in exchange visits to France,  Germany, 
and Spain.   
 
The school has been granted International School 
status by the British Council as a result of the 
progressive approach which has been taken 
towards international links.  We have participated 
in five Comenius projects, working in collaboration 
with Schools in many European countries on 
curriculum projects.  We are particularly proud of 
our international links include an exchange 
programme with a leading science school in 
Thailand, a China study visit and collaboration with 
VJD School in India. 
 
 
 

The school has a happy, relaxed atmosphere and 
discipline is not a word we have to use very often. 
We place a great deal of emphasis on                     
self-discipline and trust. 
 
Parents particularly value the way we are able to 
maintain high academic standards and still provide 
and encourage a full range of extracurricular 
activities to enable students to become mature, 
confident adults 
 
In the words of one of our parents; 
ñNo school is perfect but LGGS is pretty close!ò      

 

Mrs  Jackie  Cahalin  

Headteacher  

 
LGGSô Mission Statement:  
 

Lancaster Girlsô Grammar School seeks to 
educate our girls for the future.  We expect 
our students to be well-prepared for the 
world they will encounter after leaving 
school, and have the ability to think in an 
independent and perceptive manner.   

Headteacherõs Introduction 
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Ofsted Outstanding School   1994, 2000, 2006, 2009 
 
 
 
 
Technology College Status   1995 
Redesignated      1998, 2001, 2006, 2009 
 

 
Language College Status   2006, 2009 
 

 
 
Investors in People     1996 

Redesignated      1999, 2002, 2005, 2008 
 
 
 
Healthy Schools Award    2008 
 

 
 
International School Status   1999 
Redesignated      2001, 2002, 2005, 2006, 2009 
 

 
Silver Artsmark     2003, 2007 

 
 
The School is a member of the  
BAE Systems International School Network 

     

Awards & Achievements  
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é provide a highly stimulating and supportive 

environment where individual needs and 

abilities are recognised and all are encouraged 

to develop to their full potential 

 

... provide opportunities for intellectual, physical, 

spiritual and cultural growth in preparation for 

adult life 

 

... encourage each pupil to take responsibility for 

her own learning, personal development and 

physical health throughout life 

 

... encourage self-esteem, self-awareness and 

self-confidence 

 

... encourage pupils to form positive relationships 

and to communicate effectively with other 

people 

 

... encourage respect for other peopleôs feelings, 

values, beliefs and property 

 

... encourage pupils to participate fully in the 

local, European and global community  

 

... celebrate achievement and effort at all levels 

and in all areas 

 

... assist each pupil to develop technological 

awareness and understanding   

LGGS aims to ... 
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The Governors and Staff of Lancaster 

Girlsô Grammar School seek to provide a 

school environment of the highest 

standard to support the work of the 

students.  Teaching rooms are all 

maintained to a high standard, with regular 

refurbishment and modernisation being 

undertaken. 

 
There are 9 well-equipped Science 
laboratories supporting teaching from Year 7 
to Year 13.  Take up of Science and 
Mathematics is very strong at A level.  
 
ICT resources are excellent with a student: 
computer ratio of  2:1, and interactive 
whiteboards fitted in all rooms.  Girls have 
access to the computer rooms at all times 
when school is open, and the school has 
installed facilities to allow full remote access 
for staff and pupils from home.   
 

Art is housed in a nineteenth century vicarage 
on the East side of the main school site.  The 
building has been extensively refurbished to 
provide outstanding accommodation, including 
a studio for Sixth Form work. 
 
 

Physical Education is an element in the 
curriculum in all Years.  There are many 
school teams who make excellent use of the 
large Astroturf pitch.  Sports of all varieties are 
supported by a host of extra-curricular 
activities. 
 
In addition to our two Music teachers, nine 
teachers are involved in providing instrumental 
tuition to a large number of girls.  We have 
thriving choirs, orchestras, and bands, and 
music is a very important part of school life; 
including the annual music festival in which 
large numbers of girls participate.  There are 
regular concerts; both formal and informal.  
Joint concerts are held with the Boysô 
Grammar School, Priory Choir and other local 
organisations.  At least one of our musical 
groups is frequently invited to participate in the 
National Festival of Music for Youth. 

The School Environment 
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Since 1994, LGGS has been inspected four 

times by Ofsted with all four inspections 

judging the School as outstanding. 

 
The most recent Ofsted inspection, led by 
Georgina Sale HMI, took place on the                
1st - 2nd July 2009.  The overall judgement 
(outstanding) can be summarised in the 
following quotes: 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

ñParents greatly appreciate the richness of both the academic and out of school opportunities, 
as well as the care provided for their girls and are overwhelmingly supportive of the school.ò  
 
Behaviour is exemplary and attendance is high.ò  
 

ñGirls are confident and articulate; they care for, support and respect each other.ò  
 

ñThe outstanding range of high quality enrichment activities is testimony to the importance the 
school places on developing the whole person and to the teachers who see this as an integral 
feature of a young personôs development.ò  
 

ñOutstanding care, guidance and support contribute to the girlsô excellent personal  
development and well-being.ò  
 

ñStaff have high expectations of students, and excellent relationships exist between the  
teachers and students.ò  
 

ñStudents said that the school is an enjoyable, warm and safe place to be. The girls  
enthusiastically contribute their ideas to improve school life through the school council  
because they know that their views are acted upon.ò  
 

ñLeadership and management are outstanding.ò  
 

ñThe school has maintained its high standards since the last  
inspection, and is well placed to improve further.ò  

Ofsted Reports 1994-2009 
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11+ Admission  Arrangements:   
September 2012 
 
Parents seeking admission for their 
daughters for Year 7 (age 11) in September 
2012 will need to complete two separate  
forms. 
 
1. LA Common Application Form 
The Local Authority (LA) in which you live will 
provide a Common Application Form.  Copies of 
this will be circulated to the parents of all Year 6 
pupils attending Lancashire maintained primary 
schools in early September 2011.  Parents of 
girls who do not attend such schools will need to 
obtain the corresponding form from their home 
LA. 

 
Parents will be invited to state on the Common 
Application Form the names of up to three 
secondary schools in priority order, and this 
order of preferences will be crucial. 
 
 
2. LGGS Registration Form  
This form registers your daughter for the 
entrance examination. 
This is available directly from LGGS and should 
be returned to the Headteacher at LGGS by 
noon on Wednesday 14th September 2011. 

 

Admissions  Policy 

 
1. Size of School 
112 girls will be admitted at 11+. Pupils will 
continue to be admitted to other age groups if 
they fulfil the criteria listed below and provided 
their admission does not prejudice the efficient 
education and use of resources. 
 
2. Admission of Pupils 

In order to preserve the established character 
and high academic reputation of the school, the 
aim shall be to provide places for girls selected 
according to ability and aptitude.  The Governors 
will admit girls who fall within the upper quartile 
of ability selected by means of entrance tests. A 
review system may be used to consider whether 
girls who have marginally failed to reach the 
required standard in the entrance tests are of 
high enough ability to be offered a place. 
 
3. Catchment Area 
Traditionally the school has drawn its pupils not 
only from Lancaster but from places further 
afield within travelling distance.  
 
a) Priority areas 
In allocating places the Governors will first give 
priority to Looked after Girls who reside within 
the City of Lancaster at the time of the 
application.  
Girls who reside within the boundaries of the 
City of Lancaster at the time of application will 
then be given priority.  (See map on page 27). 
 
 
b) ñResidualò Places  In allocating residual 
places the Governors will give priority to Looked 
after Girls. Places may then be offered to those 
residing outside the City of Lancaster but within 

Co-ordinated Admissions Policy 
 

All parents must list Lancaster Girlsô Grammar School as one of their three preferences 

on the LA form.  All preferences will be considered equally by all the admission  

authorities and if places at more than one school could be offered the LA will allocate  

the school ranked highest by the parents on their application.  In addition, parents must 

complete a Lancaster Girlsô Grammar School form which must be returned to LGGS no 

later than noon on Wednesday 14th September.  The entrance examination for this  

school will take place on Saturday 24th September 2011. 

Applications to join the School  
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reasonable travelling distance after the needs of 
those residing in the City have been met.  
 
In considering requests in respect of children 
with otherwise equal claims, the distance of their 
home from the school and the scores achieved 
in the entrance tests will be taken into account. 
Where a pupil lives with one parent for part of 
the week and the rest of the week with the 
second parent, only one address can be used 
for application. This will normally be the address 
to which Child Benefit is paid. 
 
Where a pupil lives with one parent for part of 
the week and the rest of the week with the 
second parent, only one address can be used 
for application. This will normally be the address 
to which Child Benefit is paid. 
 
To establish residential status in the schoolôs 
catchment area requires that the family 
permanently reside within the designated area 
shown in the map before the closing date for 
applications. Permanent residency is defined as 
owner occupancy or long-term letting contract of 
a residential property where child benefit and 
occupied community charge is paid (evidence 
may be required). In the case of a recent change 
of address, additional evidence will be required 
in the form of evidence of exchange of contracts 
or a signed tenancy agreement. This is in 
addition to the child benefit statement and 
evidence of occupied community charge. 
Families whose first home is outside the 
catchment area and/or who are only living in 
short-term rented property or temporarily with 
friends or relatives in the area will be deemed to 
live outside the catchment area.  
 
Proof of residence may be requested at any time 
throughout the admissions process.  If it is 
subsequently discovered that an application 
contains a falsely claimed or dated address, 
then any offer of a place will be withdrawn. 
 

4. Waiting Lists 

The waiting list gives priority to children in 
accordance with the schoolôs published 
oversubscription criteria and not on any other 
basis. The waiting list will be maintained for the 
full autumn term in the academic Year of 
admission.  Priority will not be given to children 
based on the date either their application was 
received or their name was added to the list.  

5. Late applications 

Parents or guardians of pupils for Year 7 who 
move into the area after the closure date for 
submission of the Common Application Form 
must complete a LA Common Application Form 
before applying  to the school. If the child 
reaches a level comparable to pupils who have 
already been admitted and no places are 
available, the candidateôs name will be placed on 
the waiting list. 
 
6. Appeals 
A parent or guardian may appeal against the 
decision of the Governors to an Appeal 
Committee appointed under the prevailing 
Government legislation.  The decision of the 
Appeal Committee shall be binding on the 
Governors and on the parents.   
 
Entry to Years 8 to 11 

Pupil  vacancies in these year groups are rare. 
Any student wishing to be considered for in 
Year admissions would be required to pass 
tests in English and Maths.  
 
Entry to the Sixth Form 
Applications for admission to the schoolôs Sixth 
Form are welcome from all Year 11 applicants.  
Details of requirements are published each year 
in the Sixth Form Prospectus. These include a 
general requirement and specific subject 
requirements. All applicants, both internal and 
external, must meet the academic entry 
requirement for the courses which they wish to 
take. There is an expectation that applicants will 
have shown a commitment to learning at their 
present school.  
 
In the event of over-subscription, in terms of 
external students wishing to join the sixth form, 
GCSE performance and suitability for chosen A 
level courses may be used to allocate places. 
The school welcomes up to 70 students from 
outside the school to join the existing LGGS 
students who wish to continue into the Sixth 
Form. 
 
Students must submit their application form (to 
be found in the Sixth Form Prospectus and on 
the website) by the published closing date in 
order to be eligible for entry. Appeals against 
Governorsô decisions on admissions will be held 
by an independent panel. 

 
 

Applications to join the School  
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* Groups which are not taught as form sets and where class size is reduced 
# In Year 7 students take German and Spanish in rotation, from Year 8 a choice is made 
~ Beyond the Curriculum is a Year 7 course which includes the Language of Learning,  
Sex & Relationship Education and Staying Safe modules. It is taught by senior staff. 

  Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 

        

English 5 6 6 

Mathematics 6 6 6 

French 4 4 4 

Science 6 6   6* 

German/Spanish# 3 4 4 

Geography 3 2 2 

History 3 2 2 

Religious Studies 2 2 2 

Art 2 2   2* 

Music 2 2   2* 

Physical Education 5 5  5 

Information Technology 2 2  2 

Technology   4*   4*   4* 

Citizenship 2 2 2 

Beyond the Curriculum ~ 1 - - 

The philosophy underlying the curriculum is contained in the Aims of the School. The 

curriculum includes both formal and informal learning and it evolves in the light of 

changing circumstances to meet the needs of our pupils and of the wider community.   

 

We offer a broad and balanced curriculum to all pupils and encourage high standards of 
academic achievement in order to give each girl the widest choice of future education and career.  
We regard the formal curriculum as being part of a wider school endeavour to assist pupils to 
take their places in society as informed, questioning and caring adults. 
 
Organisation 
On entry to the school, girls are placed in one of four forms, where they will remain for five Years.  
The forms are divided alphabetically and there is no division according to ability.  During the first 
three years, girls follow a common curriculum before choosing GCSE courses for Years 10 and 
11.  The detailed curriculum for Years 7, 8 and 9 is shown below. 

 

Periods per Week - 30 minutes each (taught mostly as double periods lasting 1 hour) 

 

Curriculum 2011 -2012 
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